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Staging an empty house can be a challenging yet rewarding process. An empty property often appears 
cold, uninviting, and difficult for potential buyers to visualize as their future home. However, with 
thoughtful staging, you can effectively transform an empty house into an appealing space that encourages 
offers. This comprehensive guide will cover key strategies and tips for staging an empty house to 
maximize its selling potential.

Understanding the Benefits of Staging an Empty House

1. Enhances Visual Appeal

An empty house can sometimes feel stark and uninspiring. By staging it, you enhance its visual appeal 
and create a more inviting environment that draws in potential buyers.

2. Helps Buyers Envision Their Future

When a house is staged, it provides a context for buyers to imagine how they would furnish and live in 
the space. They can better understand how rooms function and see themselves in the setting.

3. Highlights Features and Space

Staging helps highlight the unique architectural features of a home, such as high ceilings, large windows, 
or intricate moldings, ensuring these are not overlooked by potential buyers.

4. Facilitates Emotional Connections

A well-staged home generates positive emotions, making buyers feel at ease and encouraging them to 
develop a connection with the property.

5. Drives Higher Offers

Homes that are staged tend to sell faster and often at higher prices. Staging can create the perception of 
value, leading buyers to make more competitive offers.

Preparing for Staging
Before diving into the actual staging process, there are several preparatory steps to take:

1. Clean Thoroughly

A clean slate is essential when starting the staging process. Ensure every corner of the house is spotless, 
including floors, windows, and fixtures.

• Deep Cleaning Tasks : 
• Vacuum carpets and mop hard surfaces. 
• Dust all surfaces, including baseboards and trim. 
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• Clean appliances and light fixtures. 

2. Make Necessary Repairs

Address any minor repairs that could detract from the home’s appeal. Fix broken tiles, leaky faucets, and 
squeaky doors to create a polished look.

3. Assess Your Target Market

Understanding your target market is crucial for effective staging. Research the demographic of potential 
buyers in your area and tailor your staging strategy accordingly.

• Considerations : 
• Are they young families, retirees, or first-time buyers? 
• What features do they typically seek? 

4. Determine Your Staging Budget

Establishing a budget is vital for managing expenses during the staging process. Allocate funds for 
furniture rentals, decor, cleaning services, and any other necessary items.

Key Strategies for Staging an Empty House

1. Utilize Furniture Rentals

Furnishing an empty house with rental furniture is often one of the most effective ways to stage a home.

a. Choosing the Right Rental Company

Research local furniture rental companies that specialize in home staging. Look for businesses that offer 
modern, stylish furniture that appeals to your target demographic.

b. Selecting Appropriate Pieces

When renting furniture, consider the following:

• Size and Scale: Choose furniture that fits the scale of each room. Oversized pieces can make a 
space feel cramped, while too-small items can leave rooms feeling empty. 

• Style: Select furniture that complements the style of the home. For instance, classic homes may 
benefit from traditional furnishings, while contemporary spaces may shine with modern designs. 

c. Complete Room Setups

Aim to fully furnish each room, providing enough seating and functionality to help buyers envision how 
they would use the space.

2. Create Focal Points

Creating focal points in each room can draw attention to the home’s best features and create visual 
interest.

a. Living Rooms

In living areas, arrange furniture to create an inviting conversation space. Use a large piece of artwork or 
a striking coffee table as a focal point.

• Tips : 
• Position sofas and chairs to face each other to encourage interaction. 



• Add decorative elements like throw pillows and books to enhance the cozy atmosphere. 

b. Bedrooms

Position the bed as the central focus of the bedroom. A well-dressed bed with quality linens and 
decorative pillows creates an inviting atmosphere.

• Suggestions : 
• Use nightstands on either side of the bed for symmetry. 
• Incorporate lamps for added lighting and warmth. 

c. Dining Areas

Create a visually appealing dining setup with a well-set table as the centerpiece.

• Ideas : 
• Use a tablecloth or runner along with attractive dinnerware to set the scene. 
• Consider adding a decorative bowl or floral arrangement for color and interest. 

3. Use Lighting Strategically

Lighting can significantly influence the ambiance of a staged home. Take advantage of both natural and 
artificial light sources to create an inviting environment.

a. Maximize Natural Light

Ensure that curtains and blinds are open during showings to let in as much natural light as possible. Clean 
windows to allow maximum sunlight to enter.

b. Layered Lighting

In addition to natural light, incorporate multiple layers of lighting to enhance the overall atmosphere:

• Types of Lighting : 
• Ambient Lighting: General illumination provided by overhead fixtures. 
• Task Lighting: Focused lighting for specific activities, such as reading lamps. 
• Accent Lighting: Decorative lights that highlight architectural features or artwork. 

4. Incorporate Color

Color plays a crucial role in creating a cohesive and inviting atmosphere.

a. Neutral Base Colors

Using neutral colors for walls and larger pieces of furniture allows potential buyers to envision their own 
decor without being distracted by bold colors.

• Popular Neutrals: Soft whites, light grays, greiges (gray-beige), and tans are excellent choices. 

b. Accent Colors

Add pops of color through accessories, such as cushions, throws, artwork, and decorative items. Choose 
colors that align with current trends and evoke positive emotions.

• Color Psychology : 
• Blues and greens promote calmness and serenity. 
• Yellows and warm tones foster energy and optimism. 



5. Highlight Storage Spaces

Storage is a significant consideration for many buyers. Showcasing closets, cabinets, and built-in storage 
helps demonstrate the practicality of the home.

a. Organize Closets

Ensure closets are organized and free of clutter. Consider using matching bins or boxes to create a tidy 
appearance.

b. Open Cabinet Doors

If applicable, open cabinet doors in kitchens and bathrooms to create a sense of openness and 
accessibility.

6. Use Art and Accessories

Art and accessories add character and depth to your staged home.

a. Select Complementary Artwork

Choose artwork that enhances the overall color scheme and style of the home. Avoid overly personal or 
controversial pieces.

• Placement Tips : 
• Hang art at eye level to create a pleasing aesthetic. 
• Group smaller pieces together for a gallery wall effect. 

b. Incorporate Decorative Items

Use decorative objects to add texture and interest. Items such as vases, books, and plants can create 
warmth and personality.

• Suggestions : 
• Arrange bookshelves with aesthetically pleasing books and decorative objects. 
• Use plants or flowers for liveliness and freshness. 

7. Focus on Curb Appeal

First impressions matter, especially when buyers arrive at your property. Enhancing curb appeal sets the 
tone for the rest of the home.

a. Landscaping

Maintain the landscaping by mowing the lawn, trimming bushes, and removing weeds. Plant seasonal 
flowers for added color and vibrancy.

b. Front Door

The front door should be clean and welcoming. Consider repainting it a bold, inviting color to draw 
attention.

• Additional Touches : 
• Use outdoor lighting to enhance visibility. 
• Add a decorative welcome mat or potted plants near the entrance. 

Finalizing Your Staging Strategy
Once you’ve implemented the above strategies, it’s time to finalize your staging efforts. Here are some 



additional considerations:

1. Hire a Professional Stager

If the task feels overwhelming or if you desire expert insight, hiring a professional stager can be 
beneficial. They bring expertise, experience, and resources to ensure the home is presented optimally.

2. Schedule a Walkthrough

After staging, conduct a thorough walkthrough of the property, ideally with an unbiased third party. This 
feedback can help identify any areas for improvement.

3. Document the Staging Process

Take high-quality photographs of each staged room for marketing purposes. These images can be 
invaluable for online listings and promotional materials.

4. Prepare for Showings

Before any showings or open houses, double-check the staging. Ensure that everything is in place, clean, 
and inviting. Make any last-minute adjustments to maintain the desired ambiance.

Marketing Your Staged Home
Effective marketing is essential for showcasing your staged home to potential buyers. Consider the 
following:

1. Professional Photography

Invest in high-quality photography to capture the essence of your staged home. Good photos attract more 
views online and create a lasting impression.

2. Virtual Tours

Given the increasing trend toward digital viewing, consider offering virtual tours of your staged home. 
This option allows potential buyers to experience the layout and flow of the space from the comfort of 
their own homes.

3. Online Listings

Utilize real estate platforms to list your property, featuring the professional photos and descriptions that 
highlight the staging.

4. Social Media Promotion

Leverage social media channels to showcase your home. Share stunning images and engaging content to 
attract a broad audience.

Conclusion
Staging an empty house effectively can dramatically influence buyer perceptions and lead to quicker sales 
at higher prices. By implementing strategic staging techniques tailored to each room, you can transform 
an empty property into an inviting home that resonates emotionally with potential buyers.

From utilizing rental furniture and enhancing lighting to incorporating color and art, every detail matters 
in the staging process. With careful planning and execution, you can maximize your home’s appeal and 



create a memorable experience for those who walk through the door.

Remember, the goal of staging is not just to decorate but to tell a story—one that invites buyers to 
imagine their lives unfolding within the walls of the home. By focusing on the emotional connections that 
staging can foster, you’ll increase the chances of attracting offers and closing a successful sale.
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